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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-505
Sponsor: Council Member Joost
Date of Introduction: June 23, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: June 25, 2009
Type of Action: Provision for corrective remedial action for City grant recipient; request for emergency approval
Bill Summary: The bill directs the Council Auditor to remove the Jacksonville Historical Society from the Public Service Grant (PSG) non-compliance list and finds that the Society, while technically in violation of the PSG grant regulations, did not misspend any City funds and is taking action to correct its violations.  The bill requests emergency approval due to the impending extended legislative break due to the Council “fifth week” and subsequent two-week summer recess.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Historical Society was the recipient of two Public Service Grants from the City in the current fiscal year, one to produce a publication and one for educational programming.  The Society established separate single-purpose bank accounts for the two grants, but improperly charged expenses for parts of one project to the account for the other.  The Council Auditor identified this discrepancy and placed the Society on the PSG non-compliance list for comingling the funds.  The Society hired a CPA to perform and audit which demonstrated that the correct amounts were expended on each project, albeit with portions charged to the wrong account.  The Council Auditor is satisfied that there was no improper use of the funds and the Society is changing its accounting procedures to ensure that the errors won’t happen again.
Policy Impact Area: Public Service Grant non-compliance remediation
Fiscal Impact: The restoration of good standing qualifies the Historical Society to become re-eligible to participate in City grant funding programs.
Analyst: Clements
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